
 
 
 
 
 

District Deputy Message 
Howard Greenstein, SSE DD 

 

 
Greetings Everyone,   
 
To start off, I’d like to thank everyone for their warm welcome and congratulations for my 
appointment as your District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for the 2014-2015 Elk year.  I am 
greatly honored to be named to the position.  I promise I will work my hardest to help the South 
Southeast District and all of Elkdom. 
 
As social media and electronic messaging becomes more prevalent and popular in our society, 
Jim Blanchard has graciously volunteered to not only be our District Web Master, but also put 
together this District Bulletin on a quarterly basis.  If any Lodge or member wishes to place an 
article or news worthy information into it, please contact Jim.  All I ask is that it be relevant to 
the betterment of our District and Elkdom.  We cannot guarantee that all articles will be 
published, but they will be considered. 
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Over the past several years, we have all heard about declining membership in our great 
organization and how drastic this has become.   Consider these facts: 

• Our last increase in membership was in 1980.  The combination of the drastic decline in 
initiated members (50%) along with the enormous annual non-pays is creating an average 
loss of 25,000 per year. 

• When we were growing in the late 1970’s through 1980, we initiated more than 100,000 
new members every year.  

• Our annual non-pays average was 75,000. 
• We initiate or reinstate approximately 60,000 new members a year.  
• However, with 60,000 annual non-pays, 9,000 annual absolute dimits, and 16,000 annual 

deaths, we lose more than 85,000 members each year.  
• We have an annual deficit of approximately 25,000 each year.   

 
What does this mean? 

• Simply, we need to increase our annual new member initiated and reinstatement totals to 
above 70,000.  

• We need to reduce our non-pays and absolute dimits by 20,000.  
 
How do we achieve these goals? 

• We need to Increase new initiated members by 10,000.  There will be two national 
campaigns by the Grand Lodge to help spread the word on the great things Elks provide 
for our Veteran, Children and community.  

• Create Local, Regional and National promotional plans which will help us increase our 
new initiated members with a focus on adding quality more than quantity.   We want to 
add “active Elks”, not just short-term card carrying members.  

• Drive enthusiasm and results with a low-cost, highly visible recognition program.  
• Focus on payment solutions and inspired collection campaigns.   

 
Are we at War? YES, and only an army can win a war.  Positive results are coming from many 
different Lodges across the country, and they include: 

• Embracing modern communication strategies and a promoting a strong presence in their 
communities.  

• They are passionate recruiters and provide a family friendly environment. 
• They are active Elks Lodges with a bar….not active bars with an Elks Lodge. 
• The Lodges that had a positive growth displayed a good understanding of the Order’s 

programs/opportunities and how that translates back to the community they serve. 
 

 
 
 
 
Just think what this great country would be like without the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks?  Who would replace the almost $500,000,000 we give to charities every year?  Who would 
provide the services to the Veterans and disabled Children we do?  We need everyone’s help to 
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not only survive, but to grow.  At one time, the Elks had almost 3,000,000 members.  Can we 
reach that goal again?  I think we can.  We just need everyone to remember that we are all 
ambassadors of a great and charitable Organization.  We are not just a collective of people who 
want cheap drinks and food.  We joined because we love helping those who helped keep this 
country free, the children who are the future of our country, and those less fortunate than us. 
 
Again, I’d like to thank everyone for supporting the Elks; and please become an active member, 
volunteer on committees, ask that person you know to join our Fraternal Organization, get 
involved and enlist in this war of survival.  Most important, share the pride of being an Elk, it is 
all of our jobs to make sure that members and non-members see the impact the Elks’ are having 
in the community through their involvement with their Lodge.  
 
As a last note, I plan on holding an annual District Chili Cook off to be held in November.  
Because of its central location, the Pompano Beach Lodge has graciously donated their grounds 
for it for this year.  The contest will be open to Elks and Non-elks (especially fire and police 
departments), so if you would like to volunteer please contact me.  Connections to any print or 
radio media would be especially appreciated. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally yours, 
 
Howard Greenstein, SSE DD 
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Howard Greenstein, PER - District Deputy 
 
Howard was born and raised in NYC and has lived in Boca Raton since 
1987 (via Seattle).  Howard has been an Elk for seventeen (17) years; 
serving the Delray Beach Lodge as Esquire, Lecturing Knight, Leading 
Knight, Exalted Ruler and Lodge Membership Liaison.   Howard has 
also served on the Board of Trustees on two (2) different five (5) year 
terms.  During his tenure in the chairs, Howard won the District chair at 
the Ritual contest for the Lecturing, Leading and Exalted Ruler 
positions.  Howard was also selected as Officer of the Year in 2007-
2008, and Elk of the Year in 2008-2009 & 2009-2010.  Howard has 
served as the State Vice Chairman for the Sports Committee and the 
SSE District Chairpersons, for Youth Activities Committee and the 
Sports Committee and served as District Vice President for the South Southeast District last 
year.   
Howard has been married to PER Wendy Huff for twenty-eight (28) years, and they have two 
(2) boys Daniel and Corey. 
 
 

Jerry Miller, PER - Vice President 
The members and Lodges of Florida’s South Southeast District are 
honored to present to the 2014 Florida State Convention in Lake Buena 
Vista, Fla. the name of Gerald Miller as a candidate for the office of 
South Southeast District Vice President of the Florida State Elks 
Association for the ensuing year. Gerald Miller was born in Honesdale, 
Pa. in 1938. He grew up in Hawley and moved to Florida in April 1987. 
He graduated from high school and served six years in the U.S. Army.  
Miller has been a sales manager/supervisor with John Hancock 
Insurance for twenty years. He owned a resort in the Pocono Mountains 
and has worked in real estate/property management in south Florida.   

In 1998 he was sponsored by a friend to join the Elks. Miller has served 
as Exalted Ruler, 5-year trustee, Board of Trustees chairman, Lodge and district Hoop Shoot 
Chairman, House Committee chairman and State Officers Attendance Chairman. 

In addition to his Elks duties, Miller is a member of the National Association of Realtors as well 
as the West Broward Inner Circle for business professionals. He is also a committee member for 
the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. 

Miller has two sons and a daughter, Gerald, Robert, and Debra. 
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Message from our District Leader 
VINCENT P. COMO, PSP 
 
South Southeast District Members all: 
 
As you are aware, we are now down to five Lodges in our district. What 
does this mean for us short term and long term? 
It is not the number of Lodges that keeps the district functioning, rather 
it is the interest and support of the members from within those Lodges. The support of the SSE 
District members was quite evident this past weekend as we hosted the visit of the State 
President. Each and every Lodge of the SSE District showed our guests what our district is 
capable of. Whether it’s supporting our two major projects, the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
Services or our Florida Elks Youth Camp, or our ongoing support of our veterans, the SSE 
District has much to be proud of. Each of you contributed to our Harry-Anna Trust Fund with 
your generous donations. For the second year in a row, each Exalted Ruler was in attendance and 
made their respective donations to our President. As I travel during the year and attend some of 
the State President’s visits, I can assure you that not many other districts do the same. Thank you 
one and all! 
 
When I assumed leadership of the district several years ago, my primary goal was, and still 
remains, to unify our District and get our Lodges to work toward common goals. How have we 
fared?  
 
We have succeeded in some areas, such as no longer having to make donations of monies or 
bottles for the State hospitality room or State President’s visits. The SSE District Advisory 
Board is up and running. We have streamlined the procedure for interested members to be 
appointed to District and State chairmanship and possible consideration and advancement to 
District Vice President and above. The SSE PER Association has fallen dormant for several 
years. Now, we have monthly meeting and keep close control of our district funds and assist in 
supporting our hospitality room at our annual State convention each May, as well as providing 
support for our annual visit of our State President. 
 
There are some areas that need improvement such as coordination and communication between 
and among our Lodges. 
We are working on setting up a coordinated District Calendar early in the year so each Lodge 
knows what days or specific weekends need to be “conflict free.” We are working on a training 
program for incoming Exalted Rulers as shortly after installation as possible to educate the ERs 
in their responsibilities and duties for their upcoming year. We hope to have the first meeting in 
late April 2015.  
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Finally, the one area I believe needs the most work is a unified District project where each of our 
Lodges participates and contributes in its own way for the benefit of either our children or our 
veterans. 
 
In this vain, I am going to coordinate and schedule “open town hall” meetings with each of the 
Lodges. I will be present, with our District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, District Vice President, 
and your Lodge Advisor to hear your concerns and continue to improve both the operation of 
our lodges and our collective communications. Feel free to express yourself in a productive way. 
We can only do this together. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve you. If you need to contact me directly, please feel free to 
do so, either via email: ddger2463@aol.com or preferably by phone: 954-812-7629 at any time. 
 
A special thanks to our District Webmaster, Jim Blanchard for putting this together. Thanks Jim 
 
Sincerely and fraternally in Elkdom, 
 
Vinny 
 
 

 

 

Rachel and Dan Tabor (State 
President) had a great time at the 
South-Southeast District Dinners 
and outings. We all enjoyed their 
visit and hope they comeback soon. 
 

 

 

 

 

District Committee Quarterly Reporting 
Exalted Rulers, 
Please remember to put on your lodge schedule a Committee Chairpersons meeting the first 
week of October to complete all the online reports by Friday, October10. The goal of the 
district is to be 100 % in reporting. Thanks for your help. 
 
To enter Lodge reports go to following site : 
http://fseanet.org/fseawebapps/LoginFSEA.aspx 
Note: you will nee user name and password from the Lodge Secretary
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10     Summer   2014 FLORIDA            NEWS
Florida  State  Elks  Association
108th  Annual  Convention

May  21-24,  2014

A Traveling Award was presented to James L. “Jim” Lamb and his wife Mar-
garet,  for  being  the  first  to  to  visit  all  Florida  Elks  Lodges  in  the  Passport  Program  
and  had  his  Passport  book    signed  and  verified  at  each  Lodge.  He  traveled  tens  of  
thousand miles and spent more than four years completing the task.

This  past  year  President  Brian  Burns  requested  each  District  VP  to  provide  him  
with  their  choice  for  an  “Outstanding  Elk.”  All  the  District  winners  were  very  worthy  of  
the  honor  and  it  has  been  interesting  trying  to  choose  a  front  runner.  It  was  not  a  surprise  
that  over  half  of  the  District  winners  were  involved  in  a  Veteran’s  program,  one  of  our  
Association’s  passions.  

The  person  he  chose  as  “Outstanding  Elk”  for   the  State  for   the  Lodge  Year  of  
2013-14   is   very  passionate   about   our  Veterans.  She  works   at   least   20  hours   a  week  
helping  the  local  Veterans  with  whatever  they  need  from  bingo  games  and  snacks,  field  
trips,  visits  to  the  Lodge,  needed  supplies  to  help  their  comfort.  All  this  along  with  this  
dedicated  Elk  took  a  special  training  to  learn  how  to  feed  Veterans  who  need  that  spe-
cial  care.  She  can  always  be  seen  at  the  Orlando  VA  when  the  staff  is  low  on  weekends,  
helping  where  ever  our  Heroes  may  need.  This  Lady  has  enough  passion  for  her  work  
to  supply  all  of  us  with  a  dose.  

When  Brian  announced  her  award  all  she  could  say  was,  “Wait  until  tomorrow  
when  I  can  show  my  boys!”

This year’s “Outstanding Elk of the Year” for the Florida State Elks Associa-
tion is Lisa Ann Leighty of the Orlando Lodge. Congratulations Lisa. Thank you for 
keeping the passion alive.

Outstanding Elk of 2013-14 Let the Celebration Begin

A multitude of supporters from Dan Tabor’s Bradenton Lodge and the 
Southwest District shouted their approval and cheered his nomination for 
President of Florida State Elks Association.

Rachel and Dan watch and wave at the celebrants in the demonstration.

The Emblem of Authority is passed on to the new President Dan Tabor as 
he realizes that, “I am now President of the Florida State Elks Association.”



 

DISTRICT'LEADERS NAME 
  

District Deputy Howard Greenstein,  

Vice President Jerry Miller, DVP 

District Leader Vinny Como, PSP, PDD, PER 

District Auditor Charlotte Healy, PDD 

Committees Chairpersons 

Americanism Committee Patricia Maher, PER 

Community Activities Greg Drabik 

Drug Education Andrea Fernandez 

Elks National Foundation Certificates Linda  Barie, ER 

Elks National Foundation Scholarships Pat Maher, PER 

Elks Training Denise May-Carter, PDD 

Government Relations Jim Eaton, PER 

Harry-Anna Trust Fund Jerry Carter, PDD 

Hoop Shoot Tito Young, PER 

Interlodge Visitation John Siehen, PER 

Ladies Organizations Brenda Morrison 

Lodge Activities Wendy Huff, PER 

Membership Committee Nile Ekvall 

Orientation Don Sullivan, PER 

Public Relations Lori Meister 

Ritual Jerry Mills, PDD 

Soccer Shoot n/a 

Sports David Henize, PER 

Veterans' Services George Caffrey 

Youth Activities Dennis Massey 

Hope Scholarships Pat Maher, PER 

District Reporter - FL Elks News Andrea Fernandez 

Technology Communications /Website Jim Blancard 

Army Of Hope Marty Truss, PER 

Wills & Bequests Norman Mandel, PDD 
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FLORIDA ELKS CHILDREN’S CLINIC!

OF THE BENELOVENT PROTECTIVE ORDER OF 
ELKS!

 !
Also known as B.P.O.E. has been in existence for over 145 years and its main objective is 
helping children, and currently one of the most charitable organizations in the United 
States.  That being said we proudly have a clinic that takes care of Special Needs Children. !
Two doctors in Broward County (FL) have dedicated their efforts for the care and needs of these 
children.!
Dr. Lucy Cohen M.D., is a Pediatric Physiatrist, who handles bracing and orthotics for children 
who are diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy and Dystrophic diseases.  Dr. Cohen’s Clinic is located 
in the City of Sunrise, FL.!
Dr. Peter J. Romano M.D., a Pediatric Orthopedic Surgeon with his location in the city of 
Plantation, FL. Dr. Romano’s main objective is helping children with Scoliosis and all 
orthopedic needs as well as surgery.!
 !
These services are provided to all families without any costs incurred.  (THEY DO NOT HAVE 
TO BE IN ANY WAY AFFILIATED WITH THE ELKS)!
 !
For Dr. Cohen’s Clinic please contact Clinic Administrators!
954-746-1503!
 !
For Dr. Romano’s Clinic please contact Clinic Administrators:!
Eleanor Pastor at 954-427-7849!
  
For more information, contact Elks Representative 
Andrea M. Fernandez,  FECC Chairman!
Email: amf1120@comcast.net Phone: 954-294-1344 

 
The next FLORIDA ELKS CHILDREN’S CLINIC (FECC) meeting will take place on 
Sunday, August 10, 2014 at West Palm Beach come early Good Breakfast. 
All Exalted Rulers are voting members and the meeting is open to all Elks. 

Andrea M. Fernandez, FECC Chairman 
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District Deputy & Vice President Visitation Schedule 
 
Lodge Type Date Time  
 
Hollywood West #2365 Meeting 9/18 7:30 PM 
  VP 9/27 9:00 AM 
  DD 9/27 10:00 AM 
  Social 9/27 7:00 PM 
 
Oakland Park #2407 Meeting 9/11 7:00 PM 
  VP 9/13 9:00 AM  
  DD 9/13 10:00 AM 
  Social 9/13 7:00 PM  
 
Pompano Beach # 1898 Meeting 8/25 6:30 PM 
  VP 9/20 9:00 AM 
  DD 9/20 10:00 AM 
  Social 9/20 7:00 PM 
 
Boca Raton  Meeting 10/15 7:30 PM 
  VP 10/18 9:00 AM 
  DD 10/18 10:00 AM 
  Social 10/18 7:00 PM 
 
Delray Beach Meeting 10/28 7:00 PM 
 VP 11/1 9:00 AM 
 DD 11/1 10:00 AM 
 Social 11/1 7:00 PM   
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District Deputy (DD) Clinic - South Southeast District  

When: Sat, August 9, 8:30am – 12pm  

Where: Delray Beach Elks Lodge 1770, Northeast 4th Avenue, Delray Beach, FL 

 

Visit our South-Southeast District 2000 website for information about what going on in our District at:  

http://www.elksdistrict2000.org/  

and visit us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/elksdistrict2000  

 


